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A Welcome to our New Members
Fraser Coast Regional Council, QLD

Located three hours north of Brisbane, the Fraser Coast includes 
Fraser Island, Hervey Bay and Maryborough. It has a population of 
more than 101,000, and an annual growth rate of about 3.8%. The 
Fraser Coast has a strong focus on entertainment, sport, community 
and culture. The region boasts a number of stunning natural 
attractions, ranging from beaches and unspoilt coastlines to stunning 
hinterlands. The Fraser Coast is also home to the world’s largest sand 
island, known as K’gari by the local Butchulla people. The region is 
known world-wide for its ancient rainforest, the brilliant blue hues 
of Lake McKenzie, the heritage-rich streets of Maryborough and the 
best place in the world to go whale watching. Industries of particular 
importance for the region include health (Hospitals, aged care and 
allied health), timber and sugar production.   

City of Busselton, WA 

Busselton is located in the beautiful South West region of Western 
Australia, with a population of approximately 38,000 and an average 
annual growth rate of around three percent. The iconic Busselton 
Jetty is one of the most popular tourist destinations in Western 
Australia, extending out an impressive 1.8km to sea, it’s the longest 
wooden piled jetty in the southern hemisphere. The City also boasts 
an abundance of world class natural attractions, with pristine white 
sand beaches, superb whale watching and surf breaks, and also 
includes a significant number of the Margaret River Region Wineries. 
Busselton has a bursting calendar of events, which has earned it 
the title of ‘Events Capital of WA’. Important industries include 
construction, agriculture, forestry & fishing, education & training and 
manufacturing. 

WHO WE ARE
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Governance
Regional Capitals Australia (RCA) is a national forum of mayors 
and CEOs governed by a board of eight councils, led by a Chair 
and Deputy Chair. 

Chair: Mayor Shane Van Styn, City of Greater Geraldton

Deputy Chair: Cr Col Murray, Tamworth Regional Council

Treasurer: Ross McKim, CEO of City of Greater Geraldton

RCA Executive Board

WHO WE ARE

Ross McKimCr Col MurrayMayor Shane Van Styn

State Representing Local Government

Victoria City of Wodonga
City of Greater Geelong

Western Australia City of Greater Geraldton

New South Wales Tamworth Regional Council
City of Wagga Wagga

Queensland Mackay Regional Council
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LOOKING FORWARD

A Plan to Grow Regional Capital Cities
In the lead up to the election, RCA will continue to build positive relationships 
with both sides of politics and cross benchers, to ensure growth and 
development of regional cities are a high priority for whom ever takes office 
in 2019.  

The alliance will also continue to advocate for policies and funding which 
demonstrate the importance of regional cities to the Federal Government. 

Specifically, we will continue to advocate for:

Smart Cities Plan and City Deals 

•	 A transparent application process to enable regional cities to nominate 
for a regional city deal.

•	 Smaller regional cities to be included in the National Cities Performance 
Framework

Regional Growth and Building Better Regions Fund

•	 The reallocation of funding beyond 2018/2019 for large and small regional 
infrastructure projects in both funds

National Rail Program

•	 A funding announcement for regional rail projects that will increase 
connectivity for regional cities.

Rockhampton Regional Airport
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Jilalan Rail Yards 

LOOKING FORWARD

Growing our Agenda 
RCA will increase its advocacy efforts as part of its growing agenda to these areas:

National Infrastructure 

•	 Call for Infrastructure Australia to release an analysis of the infrastructure 
required to increase growth in regional cities as part of Infrastructure Australia’s 
Reform Series.

•	 Advocate for a review into the assessment process for business cases to create 
the list of investments requiring federal funding due to their national significance. 

•	 Call for a review of the way business cases are assessed to develop the list of 
nationally significant investments requiring federal funding

Tertiary Education 

•	 Advocate with the Regional University Network for the creation of a National 
Tertiary Education Framework, with the availability and prevalence of tertiary 
education places in regional cities given priority over their metropolitan 
counterparts
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